
FROM THE DESK HEART OF THE ROSH KOLLEL  

Rabbi Boruch Danziger, Rosh Kollel 

A 
s we enter the second year of the reconstituted Kollel, with its ranks at long last filled, I would like to offer our partners 

throughout the community a glimpse of the forces that drive us, and some insight into our approach towards fulfilling our 

motto, “inspiration through education.” 

 

Our community is blessed with a team of remarkable scholars. Their intense devotion to Torah study, meticulousness in performance of 

mitzvos, and exceptionally refined character, belie their ability to engage, connect with, and inspire Jews of every stripe. As I see it, it is 

specifically their sterling qualities that contribute to their success. What greater ambassador could there be than one who embodies 

that which he seeks to transmit? What greater instruction is there than personal example? What could possibly make a more profound 

impression than genuine, deep-seated passion for Judaism. I believe that the neshama of every Jew is thirstily searching. Only the 

revitalizing waters of the Torah can provide the satisfaction it seeks. The beauty and truth of the Torah resonates innately within every 

Jew. 

 

It is that same appreciation of the centrality of Torah in our lives that has inspired the Kollel Rabbis to devote their lives to sharing that 

gift with others. They view having had the privilege to spend many years in yeshiva, studying under great Torah scholars, as a 

responsibility as well. The result is a near super-human dedication to their holy charge. They balance their own extensive learning 

schedule with opportunities for teaching and mentoring, filling time that hardly exists to study with all that seek inspiration. With 

chavrusos before shacharis, Sunday mornings, during their lunch break, at night in shul, later at night in yeshiva, and Shabbos 

afternoon, they still have the presence to plan and prepare for classes and programs to further enrich the Norfolk Jewish community. 

 

At their sides stand their remarkable wives who juggle young families, challenging jobs, hosting countless guests for Shabbos meals, 

while participating heroically in community chessed projects and supporting our other vital institutions, all with very little help from 
their busy husbands. Only with pure Yiras Shamayim and 

love for their fellow Jews flowing through their veins, are 

they able to maintain this frenetic lifestyle. 

 

Our community certainly has much to be proud of, and our 

Kollel is an important part of that. A Kollel and the 

community it serves can be likened to a shidduch. The 

beauty of this match becomes apparent when you note the 
truly extraordinary yearning for growth amongst the 

members of this community. Thus, we find ourselves 

consistently inspired by our friends and neighbors and hope 

that the same is true in return. 

 

Our heartfelt tefilla is that our community can continue to 

thrive vibrantly, growing in Torah and fear of Heaven, and 

that the Kollel should have the Divine Assistance to play its 
role in that process. We look forward to working together as 

a team and as a family to shine the light of the Torah into the 

darkest of corners, and to bring honor to Hashem’s name. 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK AREA COMMUNITY KOLLEL 

The Norfolk area is thrilled to welcome a new improved Kollel. The reconstitution of the Kollel is actually a wonderful opportunity to 
remember what a Kollel is and the lofty goals it aims to pursue.  

But first some basics. What is a Kollel? “Kollel” is Hebrew for “together” or “group.” Traditionally, Jewish men learn in a yeshiva for as long 
as practical. At some point, marriage is in order, and marriage, of course, brings support obligations, children, etc. Most Jewish men 
eventually go to work to support their families. A few who are able to do so continue their studies despite the challenges this poses. Kollels 
were established to organize learning groups and to provide for modest compensation while these studies are pursued. In more recent times, 
smaller community Kollels have been established in out-of-town cities to allow for the pursuit of Torah study and to serve as an inspiration 
for the overall community. 

The idea of establishing a Kollel in the Norfolk area first arose in 2001. Thanks to the generous grant of the Torah Umesorah organization 
and many local contributors, it was established that Norfolk would hire a group of young Torah scholars to see if the concept could work 
here. The results were phenomenal.  

During initial organizational meetings, it was established that the Kollel members would study during the morning and make themselves 
available in the evenings and afternoons to learn with others and to “inspire through education.” A 501(c)(3) corporation was established, 
and the founders looked to Rabbi Israel Bornstein for their inspiration. In his memory, the Norfolk Area Community Kollel-Zichron Yisrael, 
Inc. was founded. The initial Kollel members were proud to go forward in the spirit of Rabbi Bornstein whose life was an inspiration to our 
area.  

Many members of the community will remember the original Kollel members (affectionately 
referred to as “The Dream Team” by those who knew and loved them). They came here as 
inexperienced but idealistic young men looking to make an impression on the Jewish community. 
And they succeeded beyond their wildest expectations. 

Community members will also remember the JCC events, newsletters, speakers and Shabbos 
meals. Less well-known but more important was their level of scholarship and the quantity and 
quality of Torah which they learned. Quite simply, their presence in our community was a 
blessing.  

Most good things must come to an end.  

The Kollel’s sources of outside funding necessarily were diverted to other worthy causes. The 
Kollel leadership worked hard to assure that Kollel members moved on to bigger and better 
positions. Their success was a credit to the community as many became community rabbis, 
teachers, and rosh yeshivas. Others went on to become successful businessmen and attorneys who 
continue to inspire through their example. Had the Kollel ended at that point in time, the results 

would have been more than worth it.  

Fortunately, the torch was passed to our very own Rabbi Gershon Litt. While the others had moved on, Rabbi Litt continued with his 
learning and many, many other activities in support of our community. He has counseled Jewish prisoners in jail, lead davening in Newport 
News, and inspired students far and wide. He has single handedly kept the Kollel flame alive. 

It is therefore with great pride and joy that we are able to welcome the new improved Norfolk Area Community Kollel. The Torah Umesorah 
organization has directed new funding to our community, and other donors have answered the call in a significant way. As a result, the new 
Kollel has been able to welcome four new Torah scholars to our community. Their stories and thoughts are shared below. Led by Rosh Kollel 
Rabbi Boruch Danziger, the new Kollel hopes to accept the torch and to continue with the mission of “inspiration through education”. 
These are, in fact, extraordinary young men, and they are supported by wonderful families. Their goals are simple, and their message is clear. 
The Torah is the sole body of knowledge which unites the Jewish people. Its message is pure and clear. Eitz chaim hee. It is a Tree of Life to 
those who hold fast to it.  

Seek them out. Benefit from their knowledge and zeal. Our community will thereby be improved, and you will be a better person for it. 

B’kovod rav, 

Jeffrey F. Brooke, President 

Norfolk Area Community Kollel – Zichron Yisrael, Inc.  

“Their goals are simple, 

and their message is 

clear. The Torah is the 

sole body of knowledge 

which unites the Jewish 

people. ” 

- Jeffrey F. Brooke 



Reaching Out  

“The Highlights” 
 

The  Norfolk Kollel’s outreach 

programming has gotten off to 

an amazing start this academic year. Rabbi 

Gershon Litt is the Hillel director at William 

and Mary and Christopher Newport 

University as well as the newly hired 

chaplain at Naval Station Norfolk. The 

students and Jewish military populations 

have been receiving services from the 

Norfolk Kollel for many years, but never at 

this level. Running weekly Shabbos 

programs, offering kosher food on campuses 

and installations, placing people for Shabbos 

and holidays, teaching classes and meeting 

with students Rabbi Litt is trying to reach out 

to as many Jews in Hampton Roads as 

possible. 

 

Another popular program that the Norfolk 

Kollel has run for over 10 years is the Jewish 

Club at Norfolk Academy. This club is for 

teens at NA, and for the past 10 years, Rabbi 

Litt has gone every Friday morning and 

offered bagels, cream cheese, donuts and a 

Torah discussion. Now, Rabbi Velvel Cook is 

starting to join Rabbi Litt and will hopefully 

be doing more teen programs at other 

schools starting very soon. 

 

Rabbi Litt recently led a successful Birthright 

Israel trip in late December. The local 

recruitment for this trip was Rabbi Litt’s best 

recruitment ever. This winter’s trip had over 

65 students applying for 40 spots. Part of that 

success is Rabbi Litt’s work with the Jewish 

fraternity, AEPi. As a brother in the fraternity 

from UT Austin, Rabbi Litt is able to give 

classes at the fraternity house and reach out 

to the members for various programs 

including Birthright Israel. The trip was a 

resounding success and all of the participants 

were powerfully inspired. 

 

All of this is just a glimpse of what the Norfolk 

Kollel is involved with in and around 

Hampton Roads. The Kollel has also recently 

run programs at HAT, the JCC, Beth Sholom, 

and across the water in Newport News. With 

all of the excitement happening, the amazing 

Torah learning that is happening daily, and 

the Kollel’s great outreach program the real 

excitement is just beginning. We are looking 

forward to all of the Kollel’s rabbis starting to 

do lunch and learns, home groups, 

community classes and events in the near 

future. If you are interested in having a 

program in your home or office please 

contact any of our Norfolk Kollel rabbis and 

they will ensure a wonderful program. 

A Timely Lesson  

Current Events From The Torah Perspective 

Rabbi Moshe Rubinovich 
 

The following is a short summary, for the full version please contact the kollel 

 

Y 
itzchok gave Eisav a blessing “And on your sword you shall live”. 
The Ramban explains that this was a blessing to conquer and 
vanquish in war. The Torah tells us about Yishmael “And he 

became an archer”. Yishmael’s strength and preferred warfare seems to 
be from afar, attacking while they hide from danger. If so, what changed 
now that Yishmael has picked up the sword of Eisav? And more 
importantly, how should we deal with it? 
 
Yaakov Avinu said “That which I took from the Amorite (Eisav) by my 
sword and my bow”. Onkelos interprets this as “Tzelusi U’Biusi”, two 
synonyms for “My prayer”. The Meshech Chochma explains the difference 
between “Tzelusi” and “Biusi”. “Tzelusi” being the consistent daily 
prayers as established by our forefathers and “Biusi” as a special 
supplication due to the times, circumstances and surroundings. The 
parallel between these two forms of prayer and the sword and bow is in 
the source of its power to cause harm. The sword is sharp and heavy and 
is therefore dangerous on its own, whereas the bow’s ability to cause 
harm is completely dependent on the strength and aim of the archer. So 
to with these two forms of prayer. The established daily prayers have an 
innate power infused in them by our forefathers who established them. 
On the other hand, personal supplications do not have a natural power on 
their own and can only bring about salvation if we have the right 
concentration. 
 
The Talmud tells us that when Rebbi Elazar was asked by his students 
what one should do as a merit to survive the perils of the coming of 
Moshiach, his response was “He should toil in Torah and acts of kindness.” 
If our conclusions were correct, then he should have responded “Tzelusi 
U’Biusi” the two forms of prayer that we discussed as specified in the 
Torah by Yaakov Avinu. Why didn't he? 
 
It’s surely true that the spiritual sword (the established daily prayer) and 
bow (the personal supplication) are infinitely more powerful than the 
physical one. Even so, we still need an additional power to tip the scales 
in our favor, just as Yaakov needed both forms of prayer to overpower 
Eisav whose strength was solely the sword. The power of Torah and acts of 
kindness are keys through which we “force” so to speak the hand of 
Hashem to act toward us the same way. If we act with kindness and mercy 
to ALL our fellow Jews, that, in turn, stirs Hashem’s mercy and showers it 
upon us. Just as the Chofetz Chaim writes, “Through this the whole world 
will be filled with the trait of kindness and automatically all the troubles 

Be sure to check out our website for photos, 

audio classes, upcoming events and lots 

more exciting new content. 

Norfolkkollel.com 



Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about our 

Programs and classes 

The Norfolk Kollel 

420 Spotswood Ave. 

Norfolk, VA 23517 

(757) 559-1836 

thekollel 

@norfolkkollel.com 

Visit us on the web at 

www.norfolkkollel.com 

RABBINIC MUSINGS Rabbi Sender Haber 

When my wife and I were engaged, we knew that we would begin our married life in 

Kollel so that we could be sure to build a household that would be firmly based on 

Torah learning and Torah values. 

Lakewood, NJ was an ideal place for Torah immersion, but we quickly realized that we 

could touch the lives of others as well if we moved to Norfolk and joined the new Kollel 

there. 

Thank G-d our family has not veered far from our original mission and we continue to 

be privileged to live lives that are rich with the teaching and studying of Torah. Still, it is 

integral to our growth as a community that we have been replaced by the current Kollel 

families who continue to give our Norfolk family and community a firm foundation as 

they show us how to learn Torah, love Torah, and live Torah. 

Our community is very fortunate to be the home of the Norfolk Area Community Kollel 

as a vehicle through which we can value the Torah and it’s study. As King David taught 

us, and we sing in shul each Shabbos, the Torah is truly “a Tree of Life to all who 

embrace it and a source of fortune to all who support it”. 

Please take advantage of the services offered by the Kollel. We look forward to many 

more years in which we can continue to learn from these inspiring couples and to be 

inspired by their learning and dedication. 

Labor Day Yom Iyun breakfast Pre-Rosh Hashana class by Rabbi Rubinovich Parsha Prep with Rabbi Cook 

Succos Project at Hebrew Academy with the Kollel wives 

Learning first Seder Some of the Kollel’s Outreach Programing 


